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Gurudev Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 
(7 th February 1888 - 30 th August 1950) 


Gurudev Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri (1888-1950) was an illustrious scholar, very much respected 
and admired in the literary circles for his erudition and for the original contribution he made to enrich 
Telugu studies. He is also greatly revered by his disciples for his curative yogic powers. Among the Telugu 
scholars of his generation, he was unique in many respects. Let alone his spiritual attributes, his learning in 
Sanskrit and Telugu was traditional and deep; his scholarship was vivifying though unaided by English 
education, his academic pursuits were pioneering and progressive, his writings were impressive and 
extensive, in short, he was a remarkable and a versatile scholar with abiding interest in different areas of 
knowledge. Besides being a poet in Telugu and Sanskrit, he showed commendable originality in his 
researches extending to the areas of History, Epigraphy and Archaeology, Textual Criticism, Telugu and 
Sanskrit Classics, Folklore, Children's Literature, Musicology etc. 
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Sri Prabhakara Sastry was born on 7 th February, 1888 at Peddakallepalli in Krishna District, Andhra 
Pradesh. He had his Education under the well-known Oriental Scholar Sri Chellapilla Venkata Sastry at 
Machilipatnam, Andhra Pradesh. After his Education he worked for some time at the Kellet High School and 
Presidency College, Madras. Later on he joined the Services of Madras Oriental Manuscripts Library at Chennai 
(1912-1939). While on a deputation to the Tanjavur Sarasvati Mahal Manuscripts Library, he brought to light 
Many Rare and Ancient Literary and Historical Works. After retirement from Chennai, Sri Sastry joined the 
Services of S.V.Oriental Institute under the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam and worked there during 
December 1939 - August 1950. 

Under the aegis of TTD he re-started the Publication of Sankirtanas of Pada Kavita Pitamaha Tallapaka 
Annamacharya (1424-1503). He discovered the huge collection of copper scripts of Annamacharya's poetry 
and introduced them to Telugu people. ^-Similarly, he unearthed palm scripts of Ranganadha's Ragadalu. 
Under the aegis of TTD he published the Biography of Annamacharya with his valuable introduction which 
gave a Phillip for further research in the field. Also in the year 1949 he started the Annamacharya Vardhanti 
celebrations by TTD at Tirupati. In the organization of this Inaugural function he took the able guidance of 
Prof. Vissa Appa Rao (1884-1966), an Eminent Educationist and Musicologist. 

He published Tanjavuri Andhra Rajula Charitra, Srinadha's Kridabhiramam, Sringara Srinadhamu 
(Srinatha's Charitra), Palkuriki Somanatha Kavi's Basava Puranam, Udbhataradhya Charitra etc. with 
elaborate introductions. He also Edited: Andhra Kamandakamu, Srungaramaru Kavyam, Nitidvishashtika of 
Sundarapandya, Dhanurvidya Vilasamu etc. and Ranganatha Ramayanamu published by the Andhra 
University. He translated into Telugu - Sanskrit Works: Bhasa's Pratimanatakam, Karnabharamu and 
Madhyamavyayogam, Sankaracharya's Bhajagovindam, Tamil: Saptapadis of Tiruppavai, English: "Economy 
of Life: translated from an Indian manuscript in Tibet written by an ancient Brahmin and Published in, 1785" 
(Telugu Title: Niti Nidhi) etc. 

Sri Prabhakara Sastri joined the Bhrukta Rahita Taraka Raja Yoga started by Master C.V.V. 
(Canchupati Venkatrao Venka Sami Rao) at Kumbhakonam, Tamilnadu, India. Bhrukta means Hidden 
Karmas' Effects, Rahita means Eradication of the Karmic Effects, Taraka means Superior, and Rajayoga 
means Yoga while Leading Family Life. Yoga disciples by starting their Prayer as "Master CVV Namaskaram" 
and Meditating for a minimum of 45 minutes, twice daily - in the morning and evening, and regularly for 
more than 10 years, can get their Previous Karmic Effects Eradicated and get Eternity Established in the 
Present Human Body. Master CVV gave Yoga initiation to 752 Mediums (Disciples) during the period 8 th May 
1910 - 12 th May 1922. Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri joined this Yoga System on 16 th June 1916 (Medium 
No.330). He Regularly Practiced the Yoga from 1916 to 1939 at Chennai, while working there at the Oriental 
Manuscripts Library. Following the Guidelines of Master CVV he was able to treat and cure the diseases of 
thousands of People from all over Andhra and Chennai, who attended his Prayer Sessions at Chennai. At 
Tirupati he continued his Yoga Practice during December 1939 - August 1950 and thousands of People 
attended his Prayer Sessions and became ardent disciples of the Yoga System. ( ttp://www.mastercw.com ) 

During the period 1983-1996 there was a very intense activity through the Formation and Running 
of Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastry Memorial Trust. The Inauguration of the Trust was done in New Delhi by Sri 
S.B.P. Pattabhi Rama Rao, Central Government Minister of State, in the Department of Expenditure at New 
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Delhi. Sri Pattabhi Rama Rao was a former Student of Prof.Vissa Appa Rao at the Presidency College, 

Madras. Dr.Veturi Ananda Murthi, Prof, of Telugu at the Osmania University was the Organiser of the 
Function. The Trust's Governing Body Included Dr.Ananda Murthy, Dr.Veturi Sundara Murthi, Sri Veturi 
Anjaneyulu, Sri Veturi Guruprasad and Dr.Vissa Ramachandra Rao. The Trust also published a Periodical 
‘Manimanjari'. In the Year 1995 a Special Function was organised in the Residence of Sri P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, Prime Minister of India. Sri Narasimha Rao was a Multilinguist and well-known writer from Andhra 
Pradesh. He released some Republished Classical Writings of Gurudev Veturi Prabhakara Sastri and the 
Function was organised by the Veturi Prabhakara Sastri Memorial Trust. Many Scholars and Academicians 
attended the Function. Sri Vissa Appa Rao (Junior), who was a Joint Secretary and Editor of UGC Publications 
also participated in the above Important Functions at New Delhi. 


A literary periodical Mani Manjari' was started in the year 1981 by the Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 
Memorial Trus ^ [www.archive.ora/stream/manimaniarn IBB Centenary Celebrations of Gurudev Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 
were done on an elaborate scale by the Veturi Prabhakara Sastri Memorial Trust at Hyderabad, in 1988. In 
those Functions the Contemporaries of Gurudev in the Fields of Telugu and Oriental Languages, Scholars of 
Ancient History, Archaeology, Musicians, and Many Students and Yoga Mitras of Gurudev participated 
actively. The Proceedings of the Function were published in Four Volumes as "Prabhakara Smarikas". 


Prabhakara Smarika 1 (Telugu) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1579 
Prabhakara Smarika 2 (Telugu) ooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1580 


Prabhakara Smarika 3 (English) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=2012 


Prabhakara Smarika 4 (Telugu) tp://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1581 


After the successful organization of the Centenary Celebrations of Sri Sastri (1988), the Trust 
resolved in the year 2007 to enlarge its activities to function as an Advanced Centre of Telugu studies and be 
totally merged into the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam. In the year 2008 the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam 
established Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri Vangmaya Peetham at SVETA Building in the Sri Venkateswara 
University Campus, Tirupati and took over the Library collections and writings of Sri Sastri. The Vangmaya 
Peetham Collections are now accessible to the Literary Scholars and Ph.D. Students from all over India. The 
University Grants Commission Recognised the Vangmaya Peetham and SVETA as an All India Centre for 
Advanced Studies. Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri Vangmaya Peetham of TTD is periodically organizing 
conferences of Scholars to Review and Pursue the Literary heritage of Sri Sastri. Statues of Sri Veturi 
Prabhakara Sastri were installed by the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams in the Campuses of S.V. Oriental 
College and SVETA Building in the S.V.University, Tirupati and also in Peddakallepalli, the Birth Place of Sri 
Prabhakara Sastri. 


A List of many Important Publications of Gurudev Veturi Prabhakara Sastri which are now 
available as E-Books on-line are listed in the Following Pages. These Books can be downloaded from the 
Internet as PDF Files. 
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List of eBooks of Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 


A. archive.org Pdf Files 

The following Literary works of Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri have been put on as eBooks online by the archive.org 
1. Aan'dhra Kaaman'dakamu 

by Jakkaraaju Ven'kat'akavi Virachitamu iso Edition (278 Pages) pdf File 
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.386097/page/n0 



2. DHANURVIDYA VILASAMU 

Edited by VETURI PRABHAKARA SASTRY 1950 

https://archive.org/details/dhanurvidyavilas019282mbp/page/n7?q=Veturi+Prabhakara+Sastri 

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.389618/page/n0 228 (Pages) 

https://ia800308.us.archive.org/13/items/dhanurvidvavilas019282mbp/dhanurvidyavilas019282mbp.pdf 

DHANURVJDYAVILASAMU 


totttcam.y rmtpp with introduction 


Sri VETURI PRABHAKARA SA5TRY. 

ffrvir* <*• r+'npi 

ru Y«nlutft.v.v-» I ’rtfntx. I Inrtrulw. I iruj»t;. I Chilly.*. DiA I 


oovxmxo<r oiektax WAK-jfcairr* uma*t oiamai 


List Continued on next page »> 


5 
















3. Buddha Jayanti Souvenir 1956 (237 Pages) 

(Containing Articles by Veturi Prabhakara Sastri, Vissa Appa Rao and others) 
https://archive.org/details/buddhaiayaneisou031408mbp/page/n7 

https://ia801404.us.archive.org/19/items/buddhaiavaneisou031408mbp/buddhaiavaneisou031408mbp.pdf 



HEAD OF 

BUDDHA'S IMAGE 

Lime composition Gundhara. 51 
centurv AD. the deal cut plan 
and pure lines relate this head to tl 
contemporary school of Sarnat 
Originally the head was painted 


BUDDHAS FOOT PRINTS 

Thu i% otherwise known u Sri pud* I hret 
corner % of ihc stab are broken o*T the carving 
l* much wcuilicr worn Behind Ihc hecH t% a 
lotus Howe* scroll On the sole* of the feci are 
two chakra*. ** the two bcaiMiful bnllum 
while wheels with a thousand raft.** described 
by the legend* which enumeralc the thin>-lwu 
personal mafkt of the Buddha Around the 
Chakra* n a variety of emblem* Ihey art 
much worn . the svattik* with bent arm*, and 
the trmila can be clear1> dhtmguished . only 
trace* of other* appear 



4. Nitidvishashtika of Sundarapandya 

Edited by Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 1986 Pdf File (59 Pages) 

https://archive.org/details/NitidwishashtikaOfSundarapandyaVeturiPrabhakaraSastril986 201802/page/n0? 

q=Veturi+Prabhakara+Sastri 
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5. Annamacharya Charitra: Peethika by Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 

https://archive.org/details/AnnamacharyaCharitraPeetika/page/nO 



6. Prajna Prabhakaram: Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri (Autobiography) 1951 

7. Publication date 

https://archive.org/details/PragnaPrabakaramuSriVeturiPrabhakaraSastril951212P90000000Q4275/page/n0 



8. Bhagavadajjukam Prahasana of Bodhayana 

https://archive.org/details/BhagavadaiiukamBodhayanaVPrabhakaraSastril986/page/nO 
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8. Chatupadya Manimanjari, 1913 

https://archive.org/details/ChatupadvaMammaniaril9131988Edition/page/nl?q=Veturi+Prabhakara+Sastri 


( 1*4 as+ijLm*. | 


hM I j 

I Urfl L 6T»ir4 


^ /***&! 


IS «SvU#J 

- . MIM 



> ■— » 

ft«4v8dSM0 i&CfefiiMM 

X>4X/ 


| 'Catu padya mapimanjari'J , xv “•/' 

One of the early publications that brought Prabhakara Sastri into limelight is 'Catu padyaj 
mapimanjari', an anthology of verses known as catu padyamulu which are unique strayj 
verses. (There is no appropriate equivalent in English to what we call catu padyam in^ jVv \ 
Telugu or Sanskrit). He was only 25 years old when he published the first volume of Catu» 
padya mapimanjari. The second volume came out in 1922. It was a publication first of itsj 
kind in Telugu. Its impact on the Telugu reading public has been such that the name ofKj g 
Veturi Prabhakara Sastri is invariably associated even today with any study or collection of| 
catu verses in Telugu J - . " , - ‘ . * • «* ■ > ' 


9. MANIMANJARI VOL-2 PARTS 1, 2 

Ed.by ANNANDHA MURTHY, V. 225 Pages Publication date 

https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivol2p015010mbp/page/n0 

https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivol2p015010mbp/page/n3 
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9.MANIMANJARI VOL-2 PART 2 Continued 
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11. Mani Manjari Vol-VII, Partl&2 by 

https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivolvi015012mbp/page/n3 



https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivolvi015012mbp/page/n7 

Mani Manjari Vol-VII, Partl&2 (158pages) pdf file 
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12. Mani ManjariiVolume 8 - "Vangmaya Yoga Parisodhana Samputamu" 

Edited by Veturi Anandamurti (162 page; https://archive.org/details/manimaiarivol8015013mbp/page/n3 

"Brown and Prabhakara Vardhanti Samsmarana Sanchika" 
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13. Mani Manjari Vol-IX. 

Publication date 1985 (151 Pages) pdf file 

https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivolix015014mbp/page/n0 

https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivolix015014mbp/page/n5 
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14. MANIMANJARI VOL II "Prajna Prabha - Yoga Prabha" by AN AN DA MURTHY Publication date 1986 (Page 
https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivolii015009mbp/page/n0 

https://archive.org/details/manimaniarivolii015009mbp/page/n5 
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B. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams : http://ebooks.tirumaia.org/ 

See Catalogue: Sub-Section Telugu. 

These Publications can be downloaded as Pdf Files free of charge for Reading. 

Telugu General Literature: Sri Prabhakara Sampoorna Grandhavali : 

1 Chatupadya Mani Manjari Part 1 [Old Edition) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?lD=611 

2. Chatupadya Mani Manjari Part 2 (Old Edition) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=612 

3. Chatupadya Mani Manjari Part 1 (Revised Edition) 

http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1640 

4. Chatupadya Mani Manjari Part 2 (Revised Edition) 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1641 

5. Prabandha Ratnavali (Srinathuni Veedhi Natakamu - Vinukonda Vallabharaya Kruti) 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1642 

6. Meegada Tarakalu - (Vyasa Samputi - Essays) httr ^ebooks,tirumala,org/Product/?ID^ 7 35 

7. Telugu Merugulu- (Vyasa Samputi - Essays) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1790 

8 Kridabhiramam - (Srinathuni Veedhi Natakamu - Vinukonda Vallabharaya Kruti) 

http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1642 

9. Srungara Srinadhamu - (Srinadha Charitra) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1643 

10. Tanjavuri Andhra Rajula Charitra, 1984. http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1704 

11. Veturi Vari Peethikalu: Modati Bhagamu (l) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?iD=62l 

12. Veturi Vari Peethikalu: Rendo Bhagamu (2) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=622 

13. Veturi Vari Peethikalu - Part 2 http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1644 

14. Prabhakara Smarika 1 (Telugu) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1579 

15. Prabhakara Smarika 2 (Telugu) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/7ID-l580 

16. Prabhakara Smarika 3 (English) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=2012 

17. Prabhakara Smarika 4 (Telugu) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1581 

18. Gauri Kalyanamu (Rupakamu by Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri) 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1645 

19. Pratima Natakamu (Bhasa Krutiki Telugu Anuvadamu) 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1646 

20. Rupaka Manjari - (Natakamulu - Karnabharamu, Madhyama Vyayogamu, Bhagavadajjukamu, 
Pratima Natakamu, Mattavilasamu, Naganandamu, Gauri Kalyanamu, Sanskruta Rupakalu - Sri 
Sastri Gari Anuvadalu) 

http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1647 

21. Srungaramaru Kavyam (Tallapaka Tiruvengalanathudu) 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=617 

22. Andhra Kamandakamu http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=609 

23. Tirupavai Saptapadulu: Translation by Srinivasagurudu and Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 
http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1478 
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Telugu Kavya Prabandha Literature: Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri : 

1. Prabandha Ratnavali http.7/ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=614 

2. Annamacharya Jeevita Charitra - Peethika (133 pages) (2008) 

http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=1209 

3. Subhadra Kalyanam (Tallapaka Timmakka) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=618 

4. Udbhataradhya Charitra (Palkuriki Somanathudu) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=620 

Telugu Temple Literature: Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri : 

1. Sri Venkateswara Laghukruthulu http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=615 

2. Sri Venkateswara Vachanamulu (Taallapaka Pedatirumalaachaaryulu) (2013) 

http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/Book/?ID=616 

Telugu Purana Itihasa Literature: Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri : 

1. Basavapuranamu (Palkuriki Somanathudu) http://ebooks.tirumala.org/Product/?ID=610 

C. Andhra Bharati: Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri Rachanalu 

http://www.andhrabhar ati.com 

(a) Bala Bhasha 'epuy'ii $ 

http://www.andhrabharati.com/strl bAla/bAlabhASha/index.html 

(b) Ranganatha's Sivakavitva - 

http://www.andhrabharati.com/vachana/vyAsamulu/raMganAthuni Sivakavitvamu.html 


D. You Tube Videos 

1. Veturi Prabhakara Sastry Special on SVBC TTD Official Channel. 

0 

https://voutu.be/wHpjnOaDDY SVBC TTD 

Comment: 

“Zs6$&S ejsfr'otf ‘«Ds a°6o fedofoo es&rr* 1888 

rtodb. bdcQp 6® rrd £T65°tx>& 1868 &o£&^6orr> »5fto6, &8«>ooo& 

1888rr> rtodb”. 

2. Gurudev VPS with Master CVV.mp4 14 th January 2013 https://voutu.be/TkJOuYsKWzO 

Comment : Anandamurthy Veturi 

"I like watching this video documentary as many times as possible... Particularly during this (2/12 to 2/13) 125th Birth Anniversary 
Year Celebrations (1888 -1950) of Gurudev VPS. Thanks to the TTD & SVBC". 

3. MASTER CVV HOUSE @ YOGA SCHOOL AT KUMBAKONAM 

https://youtu.be/HLLKWSlbzmQ 

4. Veturi Prabhakara Sastri garu - YouTube https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=v6E8SgDPemY 

Feb 06, 2017 • Talk by Dr. Veturi Sankara Sastri, Youngest Brother of Veturi Prabhakara Sastri. 
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